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I. KHOJALY GENOCIDE AS A CRIME AGAINST HUMANITY 

 

 

Khojaly is a town in the Nagorno-Karabakh region of the 

Republic of Azerbaijan with a total area of 0.94 sq.km, 

which was home to a population of 7,000 before the 

conflict. Harbouring the only airport in the area, Khojaly 

was a strategically important center of communication. On 

the night of February 25-26, Khojaly suffered massive 

artillery bombardment from the positions occupied by the 

Armenian forces. Soon after the intensive shelling, the 

Armenian Armed Forces, including the irregular armed 

bands and terrorist groups, and with the direct 

participation of 366
th 

Motorized Infantry Regiment of the 

former USSR, seized the town. Under heavy conditions of 

frosty weather, several thousands of civilian residents fled 

the town in the dark and found refuge in nearby forests and mountain terrains, only to be eventually 

trapped and ambushed by Armenian forces and militia. As a result, 613 civilians perished, including 106 

women and 63 children. 1,275 Khojaly residents were taken hostage, while 150 people to this day 

remain unaccounted for. In the course of the massacre, 487 inhabitants of Khojaly were severely 

dismembered, including 76 children. 6 families were completely wiped out, 26 children lost both parents 

and 130 children lost one of their parents. 56 of those who were killed were murdered with particular 

cruelty: most were slaughtered, some were burned alive, beheaded, some were mutilated, and others 

were scalped. 

 

The responsibility of the Republic of Armenia, its political and military leadership as well as subordinate 

local armed groups for the crimes committed in Khojaly is confirmed by numerous facts, including 

investigative records, testimonies of the eyewitnesses, evidences from international media sources, and 

reports of intergovernmental and non-governmental organizations. 

 

In its judgement of April 22, 2010, the European Court of Human Rights arrived at an important 

conclusion with respect to the crime committed in Khojaly, qualifying the behaviour of those carrying 

out the incursion as "acts of particular gravity which may amount to war crimes or crimes against 

humanityò. The European Court made in this regard the following observation, which leaves no doubt as 

to the question of qualification of the crime and ensuing responsibility for it: 

 

"It appears that the reports available from independent sources indicate that at the time of the 

capture of Khojaly on the night of 25-26 February 1992 hundreds of civilians of Azerbaijani 

ethnic origin were reportedly killed, wounded or taken hostage, during their attempt to flee the 

captured town, by Armenian fighters attacking the townò.
1
 

 

In her letter dated March 24, 1997 addressed to the Minister of Foreign Affairs of Armenia, the 

Executive Director of the Human Rights Watch/ Helsinki responded as follows to attempts by the 

Armenian propaganda to obfuscate this human rights organization with its fabrications: 

                                                           
1
 Judgment of the European Court of Human Rights of 22 April 2010, para. 87 
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"Our research and that of the Memorial Human Rights Centre found that the retreating militia 

fled Khojaly along with some of the large groups of fleeing civilians. Our report noted that by 

remaining armed and in uniform, the Azerbaijani militia may be considered as combatants and 

thus endangered fleeing civilians, even if their intent had been to protect them. Yet we place 

direct responsibility for the civilian deaths with Karabakh Armenian forces. Indeed, neither our 

report nor that of Memorial includes any evidence to support the argument that Azerbaijani 

forces obstructed the flight of, or fired on Azeri civiliansò.
2
 

 

According to the Armenian author Markar Melkonian, who dedicated his book to his brother, the well-

known international terrorist Monte Melkonian, who personally took part in the assault on Khojaly, the 

town "had been a strategic goal, but it had also been an act of revengeò.
3
 Melkonian particularly 

mentions the role of the fighters of the two Armenian military detachments "Araboò and "Aramoò and 

describes in detail how they butchered the peaceful inhabitants of Khojaly. Thus, as he puts it, some 

inhabitants of the town had almost made it to safety, after fleeing for nearly six miles, when "[Armenian] 

soldiers had chased them downò. The soldiers, in his words, "unsheathed the knives they had carried on 

their hips for so long, and began stabbingò.
4
 

 

It should be particularly noted that the Khojaly events took place in a period when the incumbent 

president Serzh Sargsyan of the Republic of Armenia served as the head of the illegal military structures 

in the occupied Azerbaijani territories and, accordingly, his recollections constitute one of the most 

important sources of evidence. The following words by S.Sargsyan leave no doubt as to the question of 

the perpetrator of the crime in Khojaly: 

 

"Before Khojaly, the Azerbaijanis thought that they were joking with us, they thought that the 

Armenians were people who could not raise their hand against the civilian population. We were 

able to break that [stereotype]. And thatôs what happened.ò
5
 

 

There are sufficient grounds to conclude that the Government of the Republic of Armenia and 

subordinate forces, for which it is liable under international law, are responsible for serious violations of 

international humanitarian and human rights law amounting to crimes under international law. The 

violations of the rules of war by the Armenian side include, inter alia, indiscriminate attacks, including 

the killing of civilians, the taking and holding of hostages, and the mistreatment and summary execution 

of prisoners of war and hostages.
6
 

 

The following elements of the crime of genocide, as defined under international law, are present with 

regard to the attacks on civilians in Khojaly: the actus reus consisting of killing and causing serious 

bodily or mental harm; the existence of a protected group being targeted by the authors of the criminal 

conduct; and the specific genocidal intent to annihilate, in whole or in part, a group distinguished on 

racial, ethnic, national or religious grounds. According to the findings of the investigation, the following 

                                                           
2
 Available from www.hrw.org/news/1997/03/23/response-armenian-government-letter-townkhojaly-nagorno- karabakh 

3
 Markar Malkonian, My Brother's Road: An American's Fateful Journey to Armenia (London and New York, 2005), p. 

214. 
4
 Ibid, pp. 213-214. 

5
  Thomas de Waal, Black Garden: Armenia and Azerbaijan through Peace and War (New York and London, 2004), p. 

172. 
6
  See, Human Rights Watch/Helsinki, Seven Years of Conflict in Nagorno-Karabakh (1994). 

http://www.hrw.org/news/1997/03/23/response-armenian-government-letter-townkhojaly-nagorno-karabakh


5 

 

requirements are met for the purpose of sustaining the genocidal charges with regard to the crime 

committed in Khojaly: the clear and convincing proof of the intent to destroy the group in whole or in 

part; the fact that the destruction that took place in Khojaly was "significantò enough to affect the 

defined group as a whole; and the crime was committed within a specific geographic locality. 

 

Offences committed during the conflict between Armenia and Azerbaijan entail State responsibility and 

individual criminal responsibility under international law. 

 

The key provisions of international responsibility are laid down in the articles on State responsibility 

adopted by the United Nations International Law Commission on 9 August 2001
7
 and commended to 

States by the General Assembly on 12 December 2001.
8
 According to article 1, "every internationally 

wrongful act of a State entails the international responsibility of that Stateò, while article 2 provides that 

"there is an internationally wrongful act of a State when conduct consisting of an action or omission (a) 

is attributable to the State under international law; and (b) constitutes a breach of an international 

obligation of the Stateò. 

 

Article 4 (1) of the articles on State responsibility addresses the question of the attribution of conduct to 

a State, and declares that: 

 

The conduct of any State organ shall be considered an act of that State under international law, 

whether the organ exercises legislative, executive, judicial or any other functions, whatever 

position it holds in the organization of the State, and whatever its character as an organ of the 

central government or of a territorial unit of the State. 

 

This principle, which is one of long standing in international law,
9
 was underlined by the International 

Court of Justice in the LaGrand case,
10

 in which the Court declared that "the international responsibility 

of a State is engaged by the action of the competent organ and authorities acting in that State, whatever 

they may beò and reiterated in the case concerning the application of the Convention on the Prevention 

and Punishment of the Crime of Genocide,
11

 in which the Court noted that it was: 

 

One of the cornerstones of the law of State responsibility, that the conduct of any State organ is 

to be considered an act of the State under international law, and therefore gives rise to the 

responsibility of the State if it constitutes a breach of an obligation of the State. 

 

Comment 6 to article 4 of the articles on State responsibility underlines the broad nature of this principle 

and emphasizes that the reference to State organs in this provision: 

 

"Is not limited to the organs of central government, to officials at high level or to persons with 

responsibility for the external relations of the State. It extends to organs of government of 

                                                           
7

 See A/56/10, section IV. See also James Crawford, The International Law Commission's Articles on State 

Responsibility. Introduction, Text and Commentaries (Cambridge, 2002), and James Crawford, Alain Pellet, Simon 

Olleson (eds.), The Law of International Responsibility (Oxford, 2010). 
8
 See General Assembly resolution 56/83. See also Assembly resolutions 59/35 and 62/61 and document A/62/62. 

9
 See, for example, the Moses case, John B. Moore, International Arbitration, vol. III, pp. 3127, 3129 (1871). 

10
  Provisional Measures, I.C.J. Reports 1999, pp. 9 and 16. 

11
  I.C.J. Reports 2007, para. 385. It was held that this principle constituted a rule of customary international law. See also 

Immunity from Legal Process of a Special Rapporteur, I.C.J. Reports 1999, pp. 62 and 87. 
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whatever kind or classification, exercising whatever functions, and at whatever level in the 

hierarchy, including those at provincial or even local levelò.
12

 

 

Similarly, article 5 provides that the conduct of a person or entity which is not an organ of the State 

under article 4 but which is empowered by the law of that State to exercise elements of governmental 

authority shall be considered as an act of the State under international law, provided that the person or 

entity in question was acting in that capacity in the instance in question. Accordingly, activities by armed 

units of the State, including those empowered so to act, will engage the responsibility of the State. Thus 

Armenia is responsible internationally for actions (and omissions) of its armed forces in their activities in 

Azerbaijan. 

 

A key element of State responsibility, and one of particular significance for the present purposes, is the 

rule enshrined in article 8: 

 

The conduct of a person or group of persons shall be considered an act of a State under 

international law if the person or group of persons is in fact acting on the instructions of, or under 

the direction or control of, that State in carrying out the conduct. 

 

This provision essentially covers two situations, first, where persons act directly under the instructions of 

State authorities and, second, where persons are acting under State "direction or controlò. The latter point 

is critical. It means that States cannot avoid responsibility for the acts of secessionist entities where in 

truth it is the State that is controlling the activities of the body in question. The difference between the 

two situations enumerated in article 8 is the level of control exercised. In the former case, the persons 

concerned are in effect part of the apparatus of the State insofar as the particular situation is concerned. 

In the latter case, the power of the State is rather more diffuse. 

 

Accordingly, the conclusion must be that, due to its initial and continuing aggression against Azerbaijan 

and persisting occupation of that Stateôs territory, the Republic of Armenia bears full international 

responsibility for the breaches of international law. 

 

The Republic of Armeniaôs international responsibility, which is incurred by its internationally wrongful 

acts, involves legal consequences manifested in the obligation to cease such acts, to offer appropriate 

assurances and guarantees that they will not recur and to provide full reparation for injury in the form of 

restitution, compensation and satisfaction, either singly or in combination.
13

 

 

It is essential to note that the crime committed in the town of Khojaly should be seen as a serious breach 

of obligations under peremptory norms (jus cogens) of general international law. The obligations under 

such norms arise from those substantive rules of conduct that prohibit what has come to be seen as 

intolerable because of the threat it presents to the survival of States and their peoples and the most basic 

human values.
14

 Among these prohibitions, it is generally agreed that the prohibitions of aggression, the 

establishment or maintenance by force of colonial domination, genocide, slavery, racial discrimination, 

crimes against humanity and torture are to be regarded as peremptory.
15

 There can be no doubt that 

                                                           
12

 See Crawford, The International Law Commission's Articles on State Responsibility, p. 95. 
13

 Ibid, pp. 66-68, articles 28, 30, 31 and 34-37. 
14

 See A/56/10, comment 3 to article 40 of the articles on State responsibility. 
15

 Ibid, comment 5 to article 26 and comments 1-9 to article 40 of the articles on State responsibility. 
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Armenia takes full international responsibility for a violation of a number of such prohibitions, as 

manifested in particular in the criminal acts committed against the civilians and defenders of the town of 

Khojaly. 

 

Serious breaches of obligations under peremptory norms of general international law give rise to 

additional consequences affecting not only the State bearing the responsibility, but also all other States. 

As stated in the International Law Commission commentary to the articles on State responsibility, every 

State, by virtue of its membership in the international community, has a legal interest in the protection of 

certain basic rights and the fulfilment of certain essential obligations.
16

 A significant role in securing 

recognition of this principle was played by the International Court of Justice in the Barcelona Traction 

case,
17

 in which the Court identified the existence of a special category of obligations ð obligations 

towards the international community as a whole. According to the Court, "By their very nature the 

former [the obligations of a State towards the international community as a whole] are the concern of all 

States. In view of the importance of the rights involved, all States can be held to have a legal interest in 

their protection; they are obligations erga omnes". In later cases, the International Court has reaffirmed 

this idea.
18

 

 

In as much as all States have a legal interest, particular consequences of a serious breach of an obligation 

under peremptory norms of general international law include, inter alia, duties of States to cooperate in 

order to bring to an end such breaches by lawful means and not to recognize as lawful a situation created 

by a serious breach, nor render aid or assistance in maintaining that situation.
19

 

 

Alongside the Republic of Armeniaôs responsibility as a State for internationally wrongful acts, under 

the customary and treaty norms of international criminal law, certain acts perpetrated in the context of an 

armed conflict, including those in the town of Khojaly, are viewed as international criminal offences and 

responsibility for them is borne on an individual basis by those who participated in the said acts, their 

accomplices and accessories. It is well known that both the present and former presidents of Armenia, 

Serzh Sargsyan and Robert Kocharian, together with many other high-ranking political and military 

officials of that State, including current minister of defence, Seyran Oghanyan, and leaders of the 

separatist regime set up by Armenia in the occupied territory of Azerbaijan, personally participated in 

seizing Azerbaijani lands and in the reprisals against Azerbaijani civilians and militaries. It is clear that, 

given the scale and gravity of the offences that they committed, the criminal prosecution of these persons 

would be an inevitable consequence of their crimes. 

 

It is obvious that impunity still enjoyed by the perpetrators of the crimes continues to impede progress in 

achieving the long-awaited peace and reconciliation between Armenia and Azerbaijan. Therefore, the 

establishment of truth in respect to gross violations of international humanitarian and human rights law 

committed during the conflict, the provision of adequate and effective reparations to victims and the 

need for institutional actions to prevent the repetition of such violations are all necessary adjuncts to true 

                                                           
16

  See A/56/10, comment 4 to article 1 of the articles on State responsibility. 
17

 Case Concerning the Barcelona Traction, Light and Power Company, Limited, I.C.J. Reports 1970, para. 33 
18

  See East Timor, I.C.J. Reports 1995, p. 102, para. 29; Legality of the Threat or Use of Nuclear Weapons, I.C.J. 

Reports 1996, p. 258, para. 83; and Application of the Convention on the Prevention and Punishment of the Crime of 

Genocide, Preliminary Objections, I.C.J. Reports 1996, pp. 615-616, paras. 31-32. See also A/56/10, comment 4 to 

article 1 of the articles on State responsibility. 
19

 See A/56/10 (Supp), comment 1-14 to article 41 of the articles on State responsibility. See also General 

Assembly resolution 62/243, para. 5. 
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conflict resolution. Consequently, ending impunity is essential not only for the purposes of identifying 

the responsibility of parties to the conflict and individual perpetrators, the achievement of which is 

undoubtedly imperative per se, but also for ensuring sustainable peace, truth, reconciliation, the rights 

and interests of victims and the well-being of society at large. 
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II. REPORTS BY INTERNATIONAL NON-GOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATIONS 

 

 

The Memorial Human Rights Centre (Moscow, Russian Federation) 

 

Excerpts from the Report  

on massive violations of human rights committed in Khojaly  

on the night of 25-26 February 1992 
20

  

 

 

(March, 1992) 

 

This report deals with the events of late February ï March 1992 in Nagorno Karabakh connected with 

the storming and occupation of the settlement of Khojaly by armed Armenian units ï an event which had 

a huge influence in the military, political and moral aspects on the situation in Azerbaijan.
21

 

 

The report makes use of material gathered in 1991-1992 by observers of the Memorial society who were 

in the conflict zone, mass media reports, materials placed at the disposal of Memorial by official 

representatives of the conflicting parties, as well as depositions by independent witnesses. 

 

The Memorial society observers were in Nagorno Karabakh from 7 March to 5 April 1992 gathering 

information on both sides of the front: they recorded interviews with the victims of Khojaly 

(geographical names are given as in the 1988 maps), spoke with officials in Baku, Stepankert, Aghdam, 

received information from the Prosecutorôs Office and the Ministry of Internal Affairs of the Republic of 

Azerbaijan, interviewed doctors in hospitals in Baku and Stepanakert, and also in the military medical 

train in Aghdam (there are officially certified extracts from the medical records of some of the wounded 

and other victims), spoke with hostages and prisoners (both on the Armenian and on the Azerbaijani 

side), with members of the armed units, including with those who took part in the storming of Khojaly, 

carried out an on-site visual inspection in the vicinity of the towns of Khojaly, Aghdam and Askerané 

 

Events preceding the storming of Khojaly 

 

Khojaly was blockaded by Armenian armed units from autumn 1991. There was no electricity in 

Khojaly from January 1992.  Some of the inhabitants left the blockaded town. The storming of Khojaly 

by armed Armenian units began on 25 February 1992. 

 

The assault on Khojaly 

 

When Khojaly was stormed there were between 2000-4000 inhabitants there, including several hundred 

defenders of the town. Khojaly was defended by volunteer militia, members of the special police squad 

                                                           
20

 Courtesy translation, from the book ñKhojaly Witness of a War Crime - Armenia in the Dockò, published by Ithaca Press, 

London 2014. Original Russian version is available through Memorial Human Rights Center (www.memo.ru 

(http://www.memo.ru/)). 
21

 Note: Nagorno-Karabakh region is an internationally recognised part of Azerbaijan, occupied by Armenia together with 

seven adjacent districts. Armenia established a subordinate separatist entity in these territories in gross violation of norms and 

principles of international law. Terms like ñNagorno-Karabakh Republicò or ñNKRò used in this report represent this illegal 

separatist regime for which the Republic of Armenia is liable and do not denote anything more. 
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of the Ministry of Internal Affairs of the Republic of Azerbaijan and soldiers of the National Army of 

Azerbaijan. According to information received from both sides there were in the town three pieces of 

armoured military hardware as well as an Alazan rocket launcher. Men involved in the storming of 

Khojaly and Nagorno Karabakh officials assert that there were also two Grad multiple rocket launcher 

systems in Khojaly. 

 

The attackers  

 

Memorial observers did not manage to obtain any information about who specifically gave the order to 

storm Khojaly or who was in charge of the operation.  

 

Practically all refugees from Khojaly assert that servicemen of the 366th regiment took part in the assault 

on Khojaly and that some of them entered the town. 

 

According to information received from the Armenian side, fighting vehicles of the 366th regiment and 

their crews took part in the assault on the town, shelling it but not entering the town itself. The Armenian 

side asserts that the participation of servicemen in military actions was not authorized by a written order 

from the regiment command. 

 

How the assault proceeded 

 

Artillery shelling of Khojaly began around 23:00 on the night of 25 February. The garrison, lying deep in 

a residential area, was destroyed first of all, as were defence outposts. Infantry detachments entered the 

town between 01:00 and 04:00 on 26 February. 

 

Reports by members of Armenian armed units say that armed resistance by the Khojaly garrison as a 

whole was soon broken. The destruction in Khojaly confirms there was artillery shelling but is not 

typical of the destruction and damage caused by stubborn street fighting. 

 

The last pocket of resistance was quashed by 07:00. 

 

Some of the population started to leave Khojaly shortly after the assault began, trying to leave in the 

direction of Aghdam. There were armed people from the town garrison in some of the groups fleeing. 

 

People left in two directions: 

 

1. From the eastern edge of the town to the north-east along the riverbed, leaving Askeran on the 

left; 

2. From the northern edge of the town to the north-east, leaving Askeran on the right. 

 

Thus the majority of the civilian population left Khojaly and roughly 200-300 people remained there 

hiding in their homes and cellars. 

 

The ñfree corridorò for the population to leave 
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ñNKRò officials assert that a ñfree corridorò was left for the civilian population to leave Khojaly. It 

began at the eastern edge of the town, continued along the riverbed and went north-east, leading towards 

Aghdam and leaving Askeran on the left. The corridor was 100-200 metres wide and up to 300 metres 

wide in some places. The Armenian armed units promised not to open fire on civilians and unarmed 

members of military units who were inside that ñcorridorò. 

 

ñNKRò officials and those who took part in the assault say that at the start of it the population of Khojaly 

was informed of this ñcorridorò through loudspeakers set up on armoured personnel carriers. But those 

who announced this information did not rule out that a large part of the population of Khojaly might not 

have heard the announcements about the ñfree corridorò because of the shooting and the low power of 

the loudspeakers. 

 

ñNKRò officials also reported that leaflets were dropped from helicopters on Khojaly a few days before 

the assault calling on the population of Khojaly to use the ñfree corridorò. But Memorial observers were 

not offered a single such leaflet by way of confirmation of that. Neither did Memorial observers find any 

traces of such leaflets in Khojaly. The refugees from Khojaly interviewed said that they had not heard 

anything about such leaflets. 

 

Memorial observers interviewed in Aghdam and Baku 60 people who had fled from Khojaly during the 

assault. Only one of those interviewed said that he knew there was a ñfree corridorò. None of the 

detained inhabitants of Khojaly with whom Memorial observers spoke in the presence of Deputy R. 

Ayrikyan in Stepanakert detention centre (the conversation was filmed by an Armenian television 

cameraman) had heard about the ñfree corridorò either. 

 

The fate of Khojaly inhabitants 

 

Inhabitants rushed out of the town in a panic soon after the assault began. People did not manage to take 

the most essential things with them ï many of those who fled were dressed lightly (which caused them to 

suffer frostbite to various degrees) and many of the refugees interviewed in Baku and Aghdam did not 

even have their documents. 

 

People streamed out of the town along the riverbed. There were armed people from the town garrison in 

some groups of refugees. These groups of refugees were shot at and many people died as a result. The 

refugees who survived scattered. Those fleeing stumbled into Armenian outposts and were shot at. Some 

of the refugees managed, nevertheless, to reach Aghdam. Some, mainly women and children (it is not 

possible to ascertain the exact number) froze to death while wandering through the mountains. Others, 

according to the depositions of those who made it to Aghdam, were taken prisoner at the villages of 

Pirjamal and Nakhichevanik. Inhabitants of Khojaly who already were exchanged testify that some of 

those taken captive were executed. 

 

The killing field where the refugees met their end, as well as the bodies of those killed, were filmed on 

video as Azerbaijani sub-units were carrying out a mission to ferry the corpses by helicopter to Aghdam. 

The pictures show that the bodies of those killed were scattered over a large area. The major part of the 

corpses filmed at the killing field were those of women and the elderly, and there were also children 

amongst those killed. At the same time, there were also people in uniform amongst those killed. The 

video showed several dozen corpses in all. 
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It can be supposed that it might have taken roughly seven or eight hours for the refugees from Khojaly to 

reach the killing field, taking into account the roughness of the terrain and the physical capabilities of 

most of the people. Thus the refugees were shot at dawn. 

 

Around 200 bodies were taken to Aghdam over four days. Several dozen corpses bore signs of 

mutilation. Doctors working in the medical train in Aghdam recorded at least four scalped bodies and 

one decapitated corpse. A state forensic medical examination was carried out on 181 bodies in Aghdam 

(130 male and 51 female, including 13 children). The pathologists conclude that in 151 people the cause 

of death was bullet wounds, in 20 ï missile wounds and in 10 ï blows by a blunt object.  Moreover, a 

forensic medical examination was carried out in Baku on a number of corpses brought from the vicinity 

of Khojaly. ñNKRò officials told Memorial observers that ñ120-130 corpses were taken to Aghdam with 

their permissionò. Ninety-six bodies were buried in Aghdam. The bodies of the others were taken to 

relatives. 

 

Five hundred and ninety-eight wounded and frostbite victims (moreover, the latter were in the majority) 

are recorded in the log of the medical train in the town of Aghdam where practically all the victims and 

defenders of Khojaly were seen to. The case of a person being scalped alive is also recorded there. 

 

In reckoning the general number of inhabitants of Khojaly who died, one should take into account the 

fact that people did not just die when the refugees were shot (some of the bodies of those who died in 

this manner were taken to Aghdam) but that they also froze to death as they tried to make their way 

through the mountains. Memorial observers spoke to a woman who lost three of her children that way. It 

is not possible to ascertain precisely the number of inhabitants of Khojaly who froze to death.  

 

Around 300 civilians, including 86 Meskhetian Turks, remained in Khojaly after it was taken by 

Armenian armed units. 

 

According to statements by inhabitants, by those who took part in the assault and representatives of the 

mass media who were in the vicinity of Khojaly at that time, all the remaining inhabitants were taken 

captive and over three days were taken to Stepanakert (the detention centre and transport column 

building), the preventive-detention cell in the village of Krasniy and the solitary confinement block in 

the town of Askeran.  

 

There are testimonies from inhabitants of Khojaly that women and children, and men as well, were held 

as a ñmeans of barterò. These are confirmed by the personal observations of Memorial observers: as of 

13 March inhabitants of Khojaly were still being held in Askeran as hostages, including women and 

young girls. There is reliable evidence that women were being forcibly held in Askeran after that date 

too. 

 

Conditions in which captive inhabitants and defenders of Khojaly were held 

 

An inspection by Memorial observers of the detention centre of the town of Stepanakert where captive 

inhabitants of Khojaly and captive members of the Azerbaijani armed units are being held (they are all 

deemed to be ñhostagesò in the conflict zone) ascertained that the conditions in which they are being 

held are extremely unsatisfactory. The appearance of the Azerbaijanis being held in the detention centre 
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showed that they receive very little food and they manifest clear signs of emaciation. Verbal information 

was received that the prisoners were beaten regularly. It should also be noted that the observers were 

given the opportunity to inspect only some of the prisoners. 

 

The chief of the detention centre, Major Khachaturyan, forbade even brief one-to-one conversations with 

the prisoners. It was only thanks to chance that such a conversation was possible. 

 

According to the testimonies of the inhabitants of Khojaly who were captured and then exchanged and 

also of defenders of Khojaly, men were subjected to beatings. Most of the testimonies say that women 

and children were not beaten, unlike the men. However, there is evidence of rape, including of minors, 

confirmed by doctors of Baku and Aghdam. 

 

The fate of the property of the inhabitants of Khojaly 

 

The inhabitants of Khojaly who fled did not have the opportunity to take with them even the basic 

minimum of their belongings. Those inhabitants of Khojaly who were taken out of the town by members 

of Armenian armed units were not given the opportunity to gather up even part of their belongings. 

Memorial observers witnessed active and unbridled looting in the captured town. Belongings which were 

left behind were carried away by inhabitants of Stepanakert and neighbouring settlements. The surnames 

of the new owners were written on the gates of many houses. 

 

Assessment of the information received 

 

There was mass violence inflicted upon the civilians of Khojaly during the military operation to take this 

town. 

 

The declared provision of a ñfree corridorò to evacuate the population from Khojaly may be regarded as 

either deliberate actions by ñNKRò officials to ñcleanseò the town of its inhabitants or as the 

acknowledgement by the ñNKRò authorities that they are not capable of guaranteeing on the territory 

under their control the human rights of civilians regardless of nationality. 

 

The mass murder of civilians in the ñfree corridorò zone and adjacent territory cannot be justified under 

any circumstances. 

 

The capture and detention of civilians of Khojaly as ñhostagesò, including women, clearly contradicts 

the declared readiness of the ñNKRò authorities to freely hand over to the Azerbaijani side all Khojaly 

civilians. The conditions in which the ñhostagesò were held were extremely unsatisfactory and there was 

violent treatment of the detained inhabitants of Khojaly. 

 

The inhabitants of Khojaly were illegally deprived of their property which was appropriated by 

inhabitants of Stepanakert and the surrounding settlements. The ñNKRò authorities have legalized this 

appropriation of other peopleôs property, issuing warrants for occupying the houses belonging to the 

inhabitants of Khojaly who had fled or been deported. 

 

Servicemen of the 366th motorized rifle regiment belonging to troops of the Commonwealth of 

Independent States took part in the assault on Khojaly. In the opinion of the Memorial human rights 
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centre a special investigation is required into the facts of the involvement of CIS servicemen in the 

military operations and combat actions in the conflict region, and also into the facts of the transfer of 

military property to units of the conflicting parties. 

 

The Memorial human rights centre states that the actions by the Armenian units of Nagorno Karabakh 

towards the civilians of Khojaly during the assault on the town are a gross violation of the Geneva 

Convention and also of the following articles of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights (adopted by 

the UN General Assembly on 10 December 1948): 

 

Article 2 proclaims that ñeveryone is entitled to all the rights and freedoms set forth in this 

Declaration without distinction of any kind, such as é language, religion é national é 

origin éor other statusò; 

 

Article 3 recognizes that everyone has the right to life, liberty and security of person; 

 

Article 5 stipulates that no one shall be subjected to cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment; 

 

Article 9 stipulates that no one shall be subjected to arbitrary arrest, detention or exile; 

 

Article 17 proclaims the right of everyone to own property and states that no one shall be arbitrarily 

deprived of his property. 

 

The actions by the armed units are a most gross violation of the Declaration on the Protection of Women 

and Children in Emergency and Armed Conflict (proclaimed by the UN General Assembly on 14 

December 1974). It stipulates: 

 

ñWomen and children belonging to the civilian population and finding themselves in circumstances of 

emergency and armed conflict in the struggle for peace, self-determination, national liberation and 

independence, or who live in occupied territories, shall not be deprived of shelter, food, medical aid or 

other inalienable rights, in accordance with the provisions of the Universal Declaration of Human 

Rights, the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, the International Covenant on 

Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, the Declaration of the Rights of the Child or other instruments of 

international law.ò 
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Human Rights Watch (New York, USA) 

 

Excerpts from the Report  

ñBloodshed in Caucasus: Escalation of the Armed Conflict in Nagorno Karabakhò 
22

 

 

(September, 1992)  

 

On the night of February 25-26 Armenian forces seized the Azerbaijani town of Khojaly, located about 

ten miles from Stepanakert. As some of its residents, accompanied by retreating Azerbaijani militia and 

self-defense forces, fled Khojaly seeking to cross the border to reach Agdam, they approached Armenian 

military posts and were fired upon. The Azerbaijani government is currently conducting two 

investigations of the events, one carried out by a special parliamentary commission and another by the 

Procuracy. In addition, the Human Rights Center of Memorial, a prominent Russian nongovernmental 

organization, conducted an independent investigation of the incident in March 1992.
23

 

 

According to Azerbaijani Procuracy officials, before the escalation of the conflict in Nagorno Karabakh, 

Khojaly had a population of about 6,000; its precise population in February is unknown since some 

residents may have fled earlier.
24

 In 1988 Khojaly had only 2,000 residents and had the status of a 

village; its numbers grew as Azerbaijani refugees from Armenia were resettled there. The Azerbaijani 

government had also settled in Khojaly several hundred Meskhetian Turks fleeing persecution in General 

Asia. Finally, Azerbaijanis flocked there from other parts of Nagorno Karabakh, notably from 

Stepanakert, and continued to do so after Armenian forces overran their villages in the winter of 1991-

92. It received the status of town from the Azerbaijani government only in December 1991, and, after 

Shusha, was the second most populous Azerbaijani Nagorno Karabakh.
25

 

 

According to nearly all of the twenty-two Azerbaijani witnesses of the Khojaly events interviewed by 

Helsinki Watch, the village had been shelled almost on a daily basis during the winter of 1991-92, and 

people had grown accustomed to spending nights in basements. 

 

The attack on Khojaly began about 11:00 P.M.
26

 on February 25, with heavy shelling and artillery fire. 

Hassan Alahierov, a construction worker, told Helsinki Watch, 

 

We were used to [hearing] shooting, but usually with machine guns. I was sleeping on the 

balcony and my son came to me and said that this was a different noise. I stood up and é saw 

BMPs [armed personnel carriers] and tanks were shooting from all directions. é When I went 

out I saw bombs falling everywhere. 

 

                                                           
22

 Human Right Watch (formerly Helsinki Watch) Report, pages 19-24 / September 1992. 

https://www.hrw.org/sites/default/files/reports/1992%20Bloodshed%20in%20Cauc%20-%20Escalation%20in%20NK.pdf 
23

 See Report of the Memorial Human Rights Group on Massive Violations of Human Rights Committed in the Seizure of 

Khojaly during the Night of February 25-26, 1992. In Russian, available through Helsinki Watch, and reprinted 

in Nezavisimaia Gazeta,June 18, 1992, page 5. 
24

 The investigative team of the Azerbaijani Procuracy in April was still trying to establish the exact number of inhabitants of 

Khojaly by checking passport registrations. 
25

 For a description of life in Khojaly before the February 25 attack, see Thomas Goltz, ñA Town Betrayed: The Killing 

Ground in Karabakh,ò in The Washington Post, March 8, 1992, p.C1 
26

 According to S.A., a member of the OMON unit, shelling of the airport began at 5:00 P.M. 
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Several refugees reported that they saw houses burning during the attack on Khojaly or while they were 

fleeing the village. Juleka Dunemalieva (whose sister died of exposure during their flight from Khojaly) 

said that at about midnight or 1:00 A.M. she saw neighborhood where Meskhetian Turks lived go up in 

flames: ñMeskhetians lived in our neighborhood in Finnish-style cottages. When their houses were 

burned we got out right away.ò 

 

Most Khojaly residents remained in the town until about 3:00 A.M., some staying in basements in 

private homes. In addition, about 300 residents reportedly took shelter in the basement of one school. 

Some reported that they decided to leave at 3:00 A.M. because the self-defense forces were running 

through the streets shouting instructions to people to run away. 

 

Residents fled the town in separate groups, amid chaos and panic, most of them without any belongings 

or clothes for the cold weather. As a result, hundreds of people suffered ï and some died ï from severe 

frostbite. 

 

The majority of Khojaly residents went along a route that took them across a shallow river, through the 

mountains, and, by about dawn, towards an open field near the village of Nakhichevanik, controlled then 

by Armenians. It was here that the most intense shooting took place. Other people fled along different 

routes that took them directly by Shelli, an Azerbaijani village near Agdam. A number of Khojaly 

survivors wandered through the forest for several days before finding their way to Agdamôs environs. 

 

Firing on Civilians 

 

Witnesses to and victims of the shooting at Nakhichevanik told Helsinki Watch of varying numbers of 

people who fell under fire, and described how they received their gunshot wounds. 

 

Thirty-three-year-old Nigar Azizova, who worked in a vegetable store, told Helsinki Watch that when 

the crowd started falling over bodies, they turned back and fled in different directions. 

 

The crowd was about sixty meters long. I was in the middle, and people in the front were mostly 

killed. At Nakhichevanik we saw that people in front were falling. They shouted and fell. I 

recognized their faces. I could see their faces as we stepped over them. We covered the childrenôs 

eyes so they wouldnôt see. 

 

Mrs. Azizova listed eight people whose bodies she had to step over, and claimed that they had no guns: 

Elshan Abushov, Zelif Alekhpeliev, Tevagul Alekhpelieva, Sakhvet Alekhpeliev (who reportedly was 

nine years old), Elmar Abdulev, Etibar Abushov, and Habib Abushov. 

 

A young Azerbaijani woman who was eventually taken hostage told Helsinki Watch, ñIt was a cultivated 

field. We approached it and saw that they began to shoot. I must have seen sixty people dead in the field. 

Those who were running away with me fell and died.ò 

 

Hassan Alahierov said: ñFirst we ran to Nakhichevanik, but when they began shooting people we ran to 

the other side. There was a BMP standing on the road ï I didnôt see it, I just saw the shells.ò Alahierovôs 

eighteen-year-old daughter, who got separated from her father, said she saw the tank: ñWhen the tank 
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began to shoot we ran in all directions. I saw corpses scattered, and saw all the people surrounding them 

fall.ò 

 

Hijran Alekpera reported that: 

 

By the time we got to Nakhichevanik it was 9:00 A.M. There was a field and there were many 

people who had been killed. There were maybe one hundred. I didnôt try to count. I was wounded 

on this field. A bullet hit me in the belly. I could see where they were shooting from. I saw other 

bodies in the field. They were newly killed ï they hadnôt changed color. 

 

Fifty-one-year-old Balaoglan Allakhiarov said: 

 

We got Nakhichevanik at 8:00 A.M., and were in the middle of the field when they began to fire. 

They were shooting only from one direction ï the forest. Then we ran off the field toward a 

canyon, where my wife and daughter-in-law were shot. They were shot from about twenty 

meters. My daughter-in-law was struck three times ï through the skull, in her stomach and in her 

leg. My wife was hit from behind. [The Armenians] took off their rings. 

 

At about 8:00 A.M. Nazile Khemetova received a gunshot wound in her left leg: 

 

We were all crawling. Whoever stood up got wounded. I stood up to rest my legs and was 

wounded. I saw many people get shot, and we had to leave them as we crawled along. After I 

was wounded I didnôt see many people pass me; they hid in the forest. I stayed in the snow until 

7:00 P.M. Members of the Popular Front came and helped me escape. 

 

Beginning February 27, Azerbaijani helicopters brought in personnel who attempted to collect bodies 

and assist the wounded. Some of the rescue team were wearing camouflage clothing, and they were 

constantly shot at by Armenian forces.
27

 Members of the first rescue group, who were accompanied by a 

French journalist, reported that some of the corpses had been scalped or otherwise mutilated. One 

member of the group videotaped the mission. 

 

Death Toll 

 

There are still no definitive figures on the number of civilians who were shot while fleeing Khojaly. 

According to Aiden Rasulov, more than 300 bodies showing evidence of a violent death were submitted 

for forensic examination. At the time of Helsinki Watchôs visit to Baky, the results of these examinations 

had not been completed, and the investigative team was in the process of tracking down the corpses of 

Khojaly victims that had been removed from Agdam by family members in the first days after the 

tragedy. Earlier figures made available by Azerbaijan and published by the Memorial group put the 

number of deaths resulting from gunshot, shrapnel, or other wounds at 181,
28

 (130 men and fifty-one 

women, including thirteen children). In addition, an undetermined number died of frostbite. Namig 

Aliev, who heads the Department on Questions of Law and Order and Defense of the Azerbaijani 

Parliament and who is part of the parliamentary group investigating the Khojaly events, told Helsinki 

Watch in April that 213 Khojaly victims were buried in Agdam. Aliev also reported that of those bodies 

                                                           
27

 See below, under ñAbuse of Medical Personnel and Transport.ò 
28

 See Appendix II for a list of these victims. 
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submitted for forensic examination, thirty-three had been scalped, had body parts removed, or had been 

otherwise mutilated. One hundred eighty individuals from Khojaly are reported to be missing. 

 

As noted in Appendix V to this report, the civilian population and individual civilians are not legitimate 

objects of attack in any armed conflict. The contending parties accordingly must distinguish at all times 

between civilians and combatants and direct their attack only against the latter.  

 

In particular, the party must suspend an attack if it becomes apparent that the attack may be expected to 

cause civilian casualties that are excessive in relation to the concrete and direct military advantage 

anticipated. 

 

The circumstances surrounding the attack at Nakhichevanik on those fleeing Khojaly indicate that 

Armenian forces and troops of the 366th CIS regiment
29

 deliberataly disregarded this customary law 

restraint on attacks. Nagorno Karabakh officials and fighters clearly expected the inhabitants of Khojaly 

to flee since they claim to have informed the town that a corridor would be left open to allow for their 

safe passage. No witnesses interviewed by Helsinki Watch, however, said that they knew beforehand of 

such a corridor. In addition, although witnesses and victims gave varying testimony on the precise time 

the shooting began at Nakhichevanik, they all indicated that there was sufficient light to allow for 

reasonable visibility and, thus, for the attackers to distinguish unarmed civilians from those persons who 

were armed and/or using weapons. Further, despite conflicting testimony about the direction from which 

the fire was coming, the evidence suggests that the attackers indiscriminately directed their fire at all 

fleeing persons. Under these circumstances, the killing of fleeing combatants could not justify the 

foreseeable larger number of civilian casualties. 

 

 

Human Rights Watch 

 

Excerpt from the Human Rights Watch World Report of 1993 

 

ñThe former Soviet Union: Azerbaijanò
30

 

 

(HRW World Report, 1993)  

 

...During the winter of 1992, Armenian forces went on the offensive, forcing almost the entire 

Azerbaijani population of the enclave to flee, and committing unconscionable acts of violence against 

civilians as they fled. The most notorious of these attacks occurred on February 25 in the village of 

Khojaly. A large column of residents, accompanied by a few dozen retreating fighters, fled the city as it 

fell to Armenian forces. They came across an Armenian military post and were cruelly fired upon. At 

least 161 civilians are known to have been murdered in this incident, although Azerbaijani officials 

                                                           
29

 The number of servicemen in the 366th who participated in the massacre of civilians is still unknown. The Azerbaijani 

Procuracyôs investigative team sent a delegation to Tbilisi, where the 366th was relocated after it withdrew from Stepanakert, 

to inquire how many men from the regiment had been killed, wounded, and missing during their service in Nagorno 

Karabakh. According to Aiden Rasulov, military officials refused to meet with the investigative team, claiming that they are 

answerable only to Moscow. As of  April, the investigative team had not asked for an accounting from Moscow military 

authorities. 
30

 https://www.hrw.org/reports/1993/WR93/Hsw-07.htm 
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estimate that about 800 perished. Armenian forces killed unarmed civilians and soldiers who were hors 

de combat, and looted and sometimes burned homes... 

 

Human Rights Watch 

 

Excerpt from the Report  

 

ñAzerbaijan: Seven Years of Conflict in Nagorno-Karabakhò
31

 

 

(December, 1994)  

 

...In February 1992, Karabakh Armenian forces ï reportedly backed by soldiers from the 366th Motor 

Rifle Regiment of the Russian Army ï seized the Azeri-populated town of Khojali...More than 200 

civilians were killed in the attack, the largest massacre to date in the conflict.
32

 

 

Human Rights Watch 
 

Excerpt from the letter by H.Cartner, Executive Director of Human Rights Watch, 

 addressed to A. Arzumanyan, Minister of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Armeniaò
33

 

 

(March 23, 1997) 

  

Dear Mr. Arzoumanyan,  

 

As Executive Director of Human Rights Watch/Helsinki (formerly Helsinki Watch), I wish to respond to 

the March 3 Ministry of Foreign Affairs statement regarding the 1992 slaughter of Azeri civilians in the 

town of Khojaly in Nagorno Karabakh. In it, the Ministry argues that the Popular Front of Azerbaijan 

was responsible for the civilian deaths, supporting this argument by referring to an interview with former 

President Ayaz Mutalibov and, incredibly, to a 1992 report by our organizationé Neither our overview 

and version of the events, nor the individual interviews with Azeri refugees from Khojaly and other 

villages in Nagorno Karabakh published in the report could possibly support the notion that Azerbaijani 

forces wilfully prevented the evacuation of civilians or that they shot their own citizens. We are deeply 

distressed that the Ministry has, wittingly or unwittingly, linked our report to views which we reject and 

which our report does not reflecté 

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

Holly Cartner 

 

Executive Director 

Human Rights Watch 

                                                           
31

 https://www.hrw.org/sites/default/files/reports/AZER%20Conflict%20in%20N-K%20Dec94.pdf 
32

 There are no exact figures for the number of Azeri civilians killed because Karabakh Armenian forces gained control of the 

area after the massacre. While it is widely accepted that 200 hundred Azeris were murdered, as many as 500-1,000 may have 

died. 
33

 https://www.hrw.org/news/1997/03/23/response-armenian-government-letter-town-khojaly-nagorno-karabakh 
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Osservatorio Balcani Caucaso Transeuropa (Rovereto, Italy)
34

 

 

(March 4, 2003) 

 

On March 4, 2003, the Italian-based organization Osservatorio Balcani Caucaso Transeuropa brought to 

light the grave abuses of human rights during the Khojaly Massacre. It states, ñThe massacre of Khojaly, 

which is one of the most violent pages of contemporary history, will be the starting point for the revival 

of the reflection on the legal and diplomatic aspects of the international protection of human rights in the 

context of war.ò The organization argues that Khojaly is the Srebrenica of the Caucasus and must be 

studied and analyzed in order to understand and prevent human rights abuses in the international 

community for practical and legal reasons. 

 

 

Human Rights House (Oslo, Norway)
35

 

 

(May 3, 2007) 

 

The Oslo-based Human Rights House, a leading organization for the protection of basic human rights, 

raised awareness on May 3, 2007 for the 15
th

 anniversary of the Khojaly Tragedy.  The organization 

presented the facts and figures of the massacre and offered its reverence to the hundreds of innocent 

victims which faced ñan unseen cruelty and barbarityò on the night of February 25-26. The statement 

emphasized the need to attend memorials, rallies and other events in order to show remembrance and 

support.  The statement also featured a symbolic picture of a small child killed at Khojaly and deprived 

of the right to play, attend school and pursue dreams, as children are meant to do.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                           
34

 http://www.balcanicaucaso.org/Appuntamenti/Violation-of-human-rights-in-warfare.-The-Khojaly-massacre-a-Srebrenica-

in-the-Caucasus 
35

 http://humanrightshouse.org/Articles/7970.html 
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III.    INTERNATIONAL MASS MEDIA RECORDS 

 

 
THE WASHINGTON POST 

 
Washington DC, 28 February 1992 

 

Nagorno-Karabakh victims buried in Azerbaijani town. Refugees claim hundreds died in Armenian 

attack 
 
By Thomas Goltz 

 

Officials of the main mosque in this town just east of the embattled enclave of Nagorno-Karabakh said 

they buried 27 bodies today, brought from an Azerbaijani town inside the enclave that was captured 

Wednesday by Armenian militiamen. 

 

Refugees fleeing the fighting in Khojaly, a town of 6,000 northeast of the enclaveôs capital, Stepanakert, 

claimed that up to 500 people, including women and children, were killed in the attack. No independent 

estimate of deaths was available here. The Agdam mosqueôs director, Said Sadikov Muan, said refugees 

from Khojaly had registered the names of 477 victims with his mosque since Wednesday. 

 

Officials in Baku, the capital of Azerbaijan, estimated the deaths in Khojaly at 100, while Armenian 

officials in their capital, Yerevan, said only two Azerbaijanis were killed in the attack. 

 

Of seven bodies seen here today, two were children and three were women, one shot through the chest at 

what appeared to be close range. Another 120 refugees being treated at Agdamôs hospital include many 

with multiple stab wounds. 

 

The Armenians who attacked Khojaly Tuesday night ñwere shooting, shooting, shootingò, said Raisa 

Aslanova, who reached Agdam Wednesday night. She said her hus band and a son-in-law were killed 

and her daughter was missing. 

 

Among the refugees who fled here over the mountains from Nagorno-Karabakh were two Turkmen 

soldiers from former Soviet Interior Ministry forces who had taken refuge in Khojaly after deserting 

from their unit last Friday because, they said, Armenian non-commissioned officers had beaten them 

ñfor being Muslimsò. 

 

The two deserters claimed their former unit, the 366th Division, was supporting the Armenian 

militiamen who captured Khojaly. They said they tried to help women and children escape. ñWe were 

bringing a group through the mountains when the Armenians found us and opened fireò, said 

Agamehmet Mutif, one of the deserters. ñTwelve were killedò. 
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THE INDEPENDENT 

 
London, 29 February 1992 

 
By Helen Womack 

 

Elif Kaban, a Reuter correspondent in Agdam, reported that after a massacre on Wednesday, Azeris were 

burying scores of people who died when Armenians over ran the town of Khojaly, the second-biggest 

Azeri settlement in the area. ñThe world is turning its back on whatôs happening here. We are dying and 

you are just watchingò, one mourner shouted at a group of journalists. 

 

 
THE SUNDAY TIMES 

 
London, 1 March 1992 

 

Armenian soldiers massacre hundreds of fleeing families 

 
By Thomas Goltz 

 

Survivors reported that Armenian soldiers shot and bayoneted more than 450 Azeris, many of them 

women and children. Hundreds, possibly thousands, were missing and feared dead. 

 

The attackers killed most of the soldiers and volunteers defending the women and children. They then 

turned their guns on the terrified refugees. The few survivors later described what happened: ñThatôs 

when the real slaughter beganò, said Azer Hajiev, one of three soldiers to survive. ñThe Armenians just 

shot and shot. And then they came in and started carving up people with their bayonets and knivesò. 

 

ñThey were shooting, shooting, shootingò, echoed Rasia Aslanova, who arrived in Agdam with other 

women and children who made their way through Armenian lines. She said her husband, Kayun, and a 

son-in-law were massacred in front of her. Her daughter was still missing. One boy who arrived in 

Agdam had an ear sliced off. 

 

The survivors said 2000 others, some of whom had fled separately, were still missing in the gruelling 

terrain; many could perish from their wounds or the cold. 

 

By late yesterday, 479 deaths had been registered at the morgue in Agdam, and 29 bodies had been 

buried in the cemetery. Of the seven corpses I saw awaiting burial, two were children and three were 

women, one shot through the chest at point blank range. 

 

Agdam hospital was a scene of carnage and terror. Doctors said they had 140 patients who escaped 

slaughter, most with bullet in juries or deep stab wounds. 

 

Nor were they safe in Agdam. On Friday night rockets fell on the city which has a population of 

150,000, destroying several buildings and killing one person. 
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THE TIMES  

 
London, 2 March 1992 

 

Corpses litter hills in Karabakh 

 
By Anatol Lieven  

 

As we swooped low over the snow-covered hills of Nagorno-Karabagh we saw the scattered corpses. 

Apparently, the refugees had been shot down as they ran. An Azerbaijani film of the places we flew 

over, shown to journalists afterwards, showed dozens of corpses lying in various parts of the hills. 

 

The Azerbaijanis claim that as many as 1000 have died in a mass killing of Azerbaijanis fleeing from the 

town of Khodjaly, seized by Armenians last week. A further 4,000 are believed to be wounded, frozen to 

death or missing. 

 

The civilian helicopterôs job was to land in the mountains and pick up bodies at sites of the mass killings. 

 

The civilian helicopter picked up four corpses, and it was during this and a previous mission that an 

Azerbaijani camera man filmed the several dozen bodies on the hillsides. 

 

Back at the airfield in Agdam, we took a look at the bodies the civilian helicopter had picked up. Two 

old men and small girl were covered with blood, their limbs contorted by the cold and rigor mortis. They 

had been shot. 

 

 
THE WASHINGTON TIMES  

 
Washington DC, 2 March 1992 

 

Armenian raid leaves Azeris dead or fleeing 

 

About 1,000 of Khojalyôs people were massacred by the Armenian Army in Tuesdays attack. 

Azerbaijani television showed truck-loads of corpses being evacuated from the Khocaly area. 

 

 
THE NEW YORK TIMES 

 
New York, 3 March 1992 

 

Massacre by Armenians being reported 

 

The last of the former Soviet troops in the Caucasus enclave of Nagorno-Karabakh began pulling out 

today as fresh evidence emerged of a massacre of civilians by Armenian militants. 
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The ITAR-TASS press agency said the 366th Motorized Infantry Regiment had started its withdrawal, in 

effect removing the last frail bufer separating the regionôs two warring ethnic groups, Armenians and 

Azerbaijanis. The two sides made no attempt to interfere, it added. 

 

Nagorno-Karabakh is within the Republic of Azerbaijan, but most of its population is Armenian. 

 

Shelling in town reported 

 

The Azerbaijani press agency Azerinform reported fresh Armenian missile fire on the Azerbaijani-

populated town of Shusha in Nagorno-Karabakh on Sunday night. It said several people had been 

wounded in another attack, on the settlement of Venjali, early today. 

 

The Republic of Armenia reiterated denials that its militants had killed 1,000 people in the Azerbaijani-

populated town of Khojaly last week and had massacred men, women and children fleeing the carnage 

across snow-covered mountain passes. 

 

But dozens of bodies scattered over the area lent credence to Azerbaijani reports of a massacre. 

 

Azerbaijani officials and journalists who flew briefly to the region by helicopter brought back three dead 

children with the backs of their heads blown off. They said shooting by Armenians had prevented them 

from retrieving more bodies. 

 

ñWomen and children had been scalpedò, said Assad Faradzhev, an aide to Nagorno-Karabakhôs 

Azerbaijani Governor. 

 

ñWhen we began to pick up bodies, they began firing at usò. 

 

The Azerbaijani militia chief in Agdam, Rashid Mamedov, said: ñThe bodies are lying there like flocks 

of sheep. Even the fascists did nothing like thisò. 

 

Two trucks filled with bodies 

 

Near Agdam on the outskirts of Nagorno-Karabakh, a Reuters photographer, Frederique Lengaigne, said 

she had seen two trucks filled with Azerbaijani bodies. 

 

ñIn the first one I counted 35, and it looked as though there were almost as many in the secondò, she 

said. ñSome had their heads cut off, and many had been burned. They were all men, and a few had been 

wearing khaki uniformsò. 

 

Four years of fighting in Nagorno-Karabakh have killed 1,500 to 2,000 people. The last weekôs fighting 

has been the most savage yet. 

 

The 366th Regiment, based in Stepanakert, the capital of Nagorno-Karabakh, has been caught at the 

center of fighting in which at least three of its soldiers were killed late last month. 
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THE TIMES 

 
London, 3 March 1992 

 

Massacre uncovered 

 
By Anatol Lieven 

 

More than sixty bodies, including those of women and children, have been spotted on hillsides in 

Nagorno-Karabakh, confirming claims that Armenian troops massacred Azeri refugees. Hundreds are 

missing. 

 

Scattered amid the withered grass and bushes along a small valley and across the hillside beyond are the 

bodies of last Wednesdayôs massacre by Armenian forces of Azerbaijani refugees. 

 

In all, 31 bodies could be counted at the scene. At least another 31 have been taken into Agdam over the 

past five days. These figures do not include civilians reported killed when the Armenians stormed the 

Azerbaijani town of Khodjaly on Tuesday night. The figures also do not include other as yet 

undiscovered bodies. Zahid Jabarov, a survivor of the massacre, said he saw up to 200 people shot down 

at the point we visited, and refugees who came by different routes have also told of being shot at 

repeatedly and of leaving a trail of bodies along their path. Around the bodies we saw were scattered 

possessions, clothing and personnel documents. The bodies themselves have been preserved by the bitter 

cold which killed others as they hid in the hills and forest after the massacre. All are the bodies of 

ordinary people, dressed in the poor, ugly clothing of workers. 

 

Of the 31 we saw, only one police man and two apparent national volunteers were wearing uniform. All 

the rest were civilians, including eight women and three small children. Two groups, apparently families, 

had fallen to gether, the children cradled in the womenôs arms. 

 

Several of them, in cluding one small girl, had terrible head in juries: only her face was left. Survivors 

have told how they saw Armenians shooting them point blank as they lay on the ground. 

 

 

BBC 1 Morning News  

 
07:37, London, 3 March, 1992  

 

A BBC reporter during a live broadcasting claimed that he saw more than 100 bodies of Azerbaijani 

men, women and children who were shot dead in the head at close range. 
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THE WASHINGTON TIMES 

 
Washington DC, 3 March 1992 

 

Atrocity reports horrify Azerbaijan 

 
By Brian Killen 

 

Dozens of bodies lay scattered around the killing fields of Nagorno-Karabakh yesterday, evidence of the 

worst massacre in four years of fighting over the disputed territory. 

 

Azeri officials who returned from the scene to this town about nine miles away brought back three dead 

children, the backs of their heads blown off. 

 

At the local mosque, six other bodies lay stretched out, fully clothed, with their limbs frozen in the 

positions in which they were killed. Their faces were black from the cold. 

 

ñTelman!ò screamed one woman, beating her breast furiously over the body of her dead father, who lay 

on his back with his stiff right arm jutting into the air. 

 

Those who returned from a brief visit by helicopter to Khojaly, captured by the Armenians last week, 

said they had seen similar sights ï only more. One Russian journalist said he had counted about 30 

bodies within a radius of 50 yards from where the helicopter landed. 

 

Armenia has denied atrocities or mass killings of Azeris after its well-armed irregulars captured Khojaly, 

the second-biggest Azeri town in Nagorno-Karabakh, last Wednesday. Azerbaijan says 1,000 people 

were killed. 

 

ñWomen and children had been scalpedò, said Assad Faradzhev, an aide to Karabakhôs Azeri governor. 

 

Mr. Faradzhev said the helicopter, bearing Red Cross markings and escorted by two MI-24 helicopters of 

the former Soviet army, succeeded in picking up only the three children before Armenian militants 

opened fire. ñWhen we began to pick up bodies, they started firing at usò, he said. 

 

Mr. Faradzhev said they were on the ground for only 15 minutes. 

 

ñThe combat helicopters fired red flares to signal that Armenians were approaching and it was time to 

leave. I was ready to blow my self up if we were capturedò, he said pointing to a grenade in his coat 

pocket. 

 

In Agdamôs mosque, the dead bodies lay on mattresses under a naked light bulb. Hundreds of people 

crowded outside chanting Islamic prayers. Some wept uncontrollably and collapsed near their dead 

relatives, brought to the town by truck only minutes earlier. 

 

Chilling film of dozens of stiffened corpses scattered over a snowy hillside backed accounts of the 

slaughter of women and children sobbed out by refugees who made it safely out of the disputed 

Caucasus enclave. 
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Azerbaijani television showed pictures of one truck load of bodies brought to the Azeri town of Agdam, 

some with their faces apparently scratched with knives or their eyes gouged out. One little girl had her 

arms stretched out as if crying for help. 

 

 
THE BOSTON GLOBE 

 
Boston, 3 March 1992 

 

Armenians killed 1000, Azeris charge 

 
By Paul Quinn-Judge 

 

Azerbaijan charged yesterday that Armenian militants massacred men, women and children after forcing 

them from a town in Nagorno-Karabagh last week. 

 

Azerbaijani officials said 1000 Azeris had been killed in town of Khojaly and that Armenian fighters 

then slaughtered men, women and children fleeing across snow-covered mountain passes. 

 

Armenian officials disputed the death toll and denied the massacre report. 

 

Journalists on the scene said it was difficult to say exactly how many people had been killed in 

surrounding areas. But a Reuters photographer said he saw two trucks filled with Azeri corpses, and a 

Russian journalist reported massacre sites elsewhere in the area. 

 

Azeri officials and journalists who flew briefly to the region by helicopter recovered the bodies of three 

dead children who had been shot in the head, Reuters said, but Armenians prevented them from 

retrieving more bodies. 

 

There were growing signs that many civilians were killed during the capture of Khojaly. 

 

Footage shot by Azerbaijan Television Sunday showed about 10 dead bodies, including several women 

and children, in an improvised morgue in Agdam. An editor at the main television station in Baku said 

180 bodies had been recovered so far. A helicopter flying over the vicinity is reported to have seen other 

corpses, while the BBC quoted a French photographer who said that he had counted 31 dead, including 

women and children, some who appeared as though they were shot in the head at close range. 

 

 
THE AGE  

 
Melbourne, 6 March 1992 

 
By Helen Womack 

 

The exact number of victims is still unclear, but there can be little doubt that Azeri civilians were 

massacred by Armenian Army in the snowy mountains of Nagorno-Karabakh last week. 
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Refugees from the enclave town of Khojaly, sheltering in the Azeri town of Agdam, give largely 

consistent accounts of how Armenians attacked their homes on the night of 25 February, chased those 

who fled and shot them in the surrounding forests. Yesterday, I saw 75 freshly dug graves in one 

cemetery in addition to four mutilated corpses we were shown in the mosque when we arrived in Agdam 

late on Tuesday. I also saw women and children with bullet wounds in a make shift hospital in a string of 

railway carriages. 

 

Khojaly, an Azeri settlement in the enclave mostly populated by Armenians, had a population of about 

6000. Mr. Rashid Mamedov, Commander of Police in Agdam, said only about 500 escaped to his town. 

ñSo where are the rest?ò Some might have taken prisoner, he said, or fled. Many bodies were still lying 

in the mountains because the Azeris were short of helicopters to retrieve them. He believed more than 

1000 had perished, some of cold in temperatures as low as minus 10 degrees. 

 

When Azeris saw the Armenians with a convoy of armoured personnel carriers, they realized they could 

not hope to defend themselves, and fled into the forests. In the small hours, the massacre started. 

 

Mr. Nasirov, who believes his wife and two children were taken prisoner, repeated what many other 

refugees have said - that troops of the former Soviet army helped the Armenians to attack Khojaly. ñIt is 

not my opinion; I saw it with my own eyesò. 

 

 
THE SUNDAY TIMES 

 
London, 8 March 1992 

 
By Thomas Goltz  

 

Khojaly used to be a barren Azeri town, with empty shops and treeless dirt roads. Yet it was still home to 

thousands of Azeri people who, in happier times, tended fields and flocks of geese. Last week it was 

wiped off the map. 

 

As sickening reports trickled in to the Azerbaijani town of Agdam, and the bodies piled up in the 

morgues, there was little doubt that Khojaly and the stark foothills and gullies around it had been the site 

of the most terrible massacre since the Soviet Union broke apart. 

 

The Azeri defenders of the town were picked off one by one. Survivors say that Armenian forces then 

began a pitiless slaughter, firing at anything moved in the gullies. A video taken by an Azeri cameraman, 

wailing and crying as he filmed body after body, showed a grizzly trail of death leading towards higher, 

forested ground where the villagers had sought refuge from the Armenians. 

 

ñThe Armenians just shot and shot and shotò, said Omar Veyselov, lying in hospital in Agdam ñI saw 

my wife and daughter fall right by meò, he said. 

 

People wandered through the hospital corridors looking for news of the loved ones. Some vented their 

fury on foreigners: ñWhere is my daughter, where is my son?ò wailed a mother. ñRaped. Butchered. 

Lostò. 
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LE MONDE 

 
Paris, 14 March 1992 

 

The foreign journalist in Aghdam saw the women and three scalped children with the pulled off nails 

among the killed people. This is not ñAzerbaijani propagandaò, but reality. 

 
NEWSWEEK 

 
New York, 16 March 1992 

 

The face of a massacre 

 
By Pascal Privat with Steve Le Vine 

 

Azerbaijan was a charnel house again last week: a place of mourning refugees and dozens of mangled 

corpses dragged to a make shift morgue behind the mosque. They were ordinary Azerbaijani men, 

women and children of Khojaly, a small village in war-torn Nagorno-Karabakh over run by Armenian 

forces on Feb. 25-26. Many were killed at close range while trying to flee; some had their faces 

mutilated, others were scalped. While the victimsô families mourned. 

 
TIME 

 
New York, 16 March 1992 

 

Massacre in Khojaly 

 
By Jill Smolowe  

 

While the details are argued, this much is plain: something grim and unconscionable happened in the 

Azerbaijani town of Khojaly two weeks ago. So far, some 200 dead Azerbaijanis, many of them 

mutilated, have been transported out of the town tucked inside the Armenian-dominated enclave of 

Nagorno-Karabakh for burial in neighboring Azerbaijan. The total number of deaths - the Azerbaijanis 

claim 1,324 civilians have been slaughtered, most of them women and children - is unknown. 

 

Videotapes circulated by the Azerbaijanis include images of defaced civilians, some of them scalped, 

others shot in the head... 

 
THE INDEPENDENT 

 
London, 12 June 1992 

 
By Hugh Pope 

 

Aref Sadikov sat quietly in the shade of a cafe-bar on the Caspian Sea esplanade of Baku and showed a 

line of stitches in his trousers, torn by an Armenian bullet as he fled the town of Khojalyjust over three 

months ago.  
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ñIôm still wearing the same clothes, I donôt have any othersò, the 51-years-old carpenter said, beginning 

his account of the Khojalydisaster. ñI was wounded in five places, but I am lucky to be aliveò. 

 

Mr. Sadikov and his wife were short of food, without electricity for more than a month, and cut off from 

helicopter flights for 12 days. They sensed the Armenian noose was tightening around the 2,000 to 3,000 

people left in the straggling Azeri town on the edge of Karabakh. 

 

ñAt about 11pm a bombardment started such as we had never heard before, eight or nine kinds of 

weapons, artillery, heavy machine-guns, the lotò, Mr. Sadikov said. 

 

Soon neighbours were pouring down the street from the direction of the attack. Some huddled in shelters 

but others started fleeing the town, down a hill, through a stream and through the snow into a forest on 

the other side. 

 

To escape, the towns people had to reach the Azeri town of Agdam about 15 miles away. They thought 

they were going to make it, until at about dawn they reached a bottle neck between the two Azeri 

villages of Nakhchivanik and Saderak. 

 

ñNone of my group was hurt up to then... Then we were spotted by a car on the road, and the Armenian 

outposts started opening fireò, Mr. Sadikov said. Mr. Sadikov said only 10 people from his group of 80 

made it through, including his wife and militiaman son. Seven of his immediate relations died, including 

his 67-years-old elder brother. 

 

ñI only had time to reach down and cover his face with his hatò, he said, pulling his own big flat Turkish 

cap over his eyes. ñWe have never got any of the bodies backò. 

 

 
THE INDEPENDENT  

 
London, 12 June 1992 

 

Painful search 

 

The gruesome extent of Februaryôs killings of Azeris by Armenians in the town of Khojaly is at last 

emerging in Azerbaijan - about 600 men, women and children dead. 

 

The State Prosecutor, Aydin Rasulov, the cheif investigator of a 15-man team looking into what 

Azerbaijan calls the ñKhojaly Massacreò, said his figure of 600 people dead was a minimum on 

preliminary findings. A similar estimate was given by Elman Memmedov, the mayor of Khojaly. An 

even higher one was printed in the Baku newspaper Ordu in May - 479 dead people named and more 

than 200 bodies reported unidentified.  

 

Fran¶ois Zen Ruffinen, head of delegation of the International Red Cross in Baku, said the Muslim 

imam of the nearby city of Agdam had reported a figure of 580 bodies received at his mosque from 

Khojaly, most of them civilians. ñWe did not count the bodies. But the figure seems reasonable. It is no 

fantasyò, Mr. Zen Ruffinen said.  
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Mr. Rasulov endeavours to give an unemotional estimate of the number of dead in the massacre. ñDonôt 

get worked up. It will take several months to get a final figureò, the 43-years-old lawyer said at his small 

office. 

 

Mr. Rasulov knows about these things. It took him two years to reach a firm conclusion that 131 people 

were killed and 714 wounded when Soviet troops and tanks crushed a nationalist uprising in Baku in 

January 1990. 

 

Officially, 184 people have so far been certified as dead, being the number of people that could be 

medically examined by the republicôs forensic department. ñThis is just a small percentage of the deadò, 

said Rafiq Youssifov, the republicôs chief forensic scientist. ñThey were the only bodies brought to us. 

Remember the chaos and the fact that we are Muslims and have to wash and bury our dead within 24 

hoursò. 

 

Of these 184 people, 51 were women, and 13 were children under 14 years old. 

 

Gunshots killed 151 people, shrapnel killed 20 and axes or blunt instruments killed 10. Exposure in the 

highland snows killed the last three. Thirty-three people showed signs of deliberate mutilation, including 

ears, noses, breasts and eyes gouged out. Those 184 bodies examined were less than a third of those 

believed to have been killed, Mr. Rasulov said. 

 

ñThere were too many bodies of dead and wounded on the ground to count properly: 470-500 in 

Khojaly, 650-700 people by the stream and the road and 85-100 visible around Nakhchivanik villageò, 

Mr. Manafov wrote in a statement countersigned by the helicopter pilot. 

 

ñPeople waved up to us for help. We saw three dead children and one two-years-old alive by one dead 

woman. The live one was pulling at her arm for the mother to get up. We tried to land but Armenians 

started a barrage against our helicopter and we had to returnò. 

 

 
ʂʆʄʄɽʈʉɸʅʊ 

 
Moscow, 27 February 2002 

 

By Movsun Mamedov 

 

Over the night from 25 to 26 February 1992 the Khojaly town (Nagorny Karabakh), inhabited mainly by 

Azerbaijanis, was subjected to the massive attack from the Armenian side. The units of the Russian 

366th infantry guards regiment took part in the attack. As a result, 613 persons dead, 487 wounded, 1275 

imprisoned, 150 persons are missing. The Khojaly events have radically changed the nature of the 

conflict ï afterwards the military operations from both sides have actually turned into ethnic cleansings. 
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IV. TESTIMONIES OF HOSTAGES 

 

 

Valeh Sahib Huseynov (Khojaly resident): ñOn the night of 25-

26 February 1992, after Khojaly was seized by the Armenians, we 

had to flee away with the other residents of the town. When we 

reached the place between the villages Shelli and Dahra, the 

Armenians surrounded us and opened fire. My wife died from 

bullet wound. On 26 February 1992 they brought us to Askeran. On 

our way, they were pushing us into the cold water of the Gargar 

River. Then they locked us up in the Askeran Police Department. 

There they separated women from men and began to beat us. About 

15-20 hostages were kept in each cell. They were hitting us with 

barrels of machine guns, legs of chairs and batons. Cries were 

heard from the adjacent cells as well. We realized that the 

Armenians were beating, raping and abusing women that were 

being kept there. They pulled the nail out of my thumb and then 

broke my fingers. During the torture I lost consciousness several 

times. On 2 March 1992 we were exchanged for 3 Armeniansò. 

 

Dilshad Saday Guliyeva (Khojaly resident): ñOn the night of 25 - 26 February 1992 we had to escape 

our town and flee to the forest. After 4 days of hiding in the forest near Nakhchivanik, about 30 

Armenian soldiers took us and brought us to the Armenian village. They threw us in a cellar in the 

Armenian village and began to beat us cruelly. There they deprived us of food and water, beat us and 

cauterized both men and women with burning cigarettes. They took away our money and jewelry. They 

took my gold necklace, watch, rings and earrings. When we showed resistance they beat us severely. My 

brother-in-law, Mikayil Guliyev, unable to bear the tortures, committed suicideò.  

 

Yusif Museyib Karimov (Khojaly resident): ñOn 26 February 1992, Armenians brought us to the 

school in Khankendi. We were terribly tortured there. They undressed Irada, 24-year-old daughter of 

Shargiyya, raped her and began to beat her. The Armenians also raped my wife Iltima Karimova and cut 

her long hair to make her look ugly. As the Armenians struck my 6 and 7-year-old children against the 

concrete floor, they still suffer from headaches. Then the Armenians separated me from the women, 

threw me to a cellar and subjected me to terrible tortures. My four left ribs were fractured as a result of 

blows. One Armenian thrust a knife into my left shoulder and pulled it out of my chest, lit a piece of 

paper on fire, burned my hair and then threw me back to the cell. There I saw my wife, children and 

other men and women bleeding and moaning. We were exchanged in July 1992ò.  

 

Sahida Gurban Alakbarova (Khojaly resident): ñOn the night of 25 - 26 February 1992 the town of 

Khojaly was exposed to fire opened from 3 directions. We had to leave the town. The Armenians took us 

hostage along with 9 people in an area called Garagaya and brought to the Askeran Potice Department. 

They took all our documents, money and jewelry on the way there. The Armenians took young girls and 

tortured them. One day they wanted to take my 6-year-old daughter. I did not let them take her and they 

began to torture me with cruelty.... Later, along with 70 other people we were exchanged for two 

Armenian corpsesò.  
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Adila Ali Nacafova (Khojaly resident): ñOn the night of 25-26 February 1992 the Armenians seized 

Khojaly, and so we were forced to leave the town. There were about 150-200 people among us. We fled 

to the forest, but were captured by Armenians. The Armenians took away our money and jewelry, pulled 

out our golden teeth with pliers, snatched earrings from womenôs ears. My fatherôs and my gold teeth 

were pulled out as well. They cruelly murdered our neighbor Jalalôs wife, daughter, son and his sonôs 

fianc®. They tied a man named Mushfig to a car and dragged him along the ground before our eyes. His 

face was injured and arms fractured. We were severely beaten several times a dayò.  

 

Ramil Bilman Alakbarov (Khojaly resident): ñOn the night of 

25-26 February 1992 I left my home town of Khojaly with my 

parents. That time I was 12 years old. We left the town and fled 

to the forest. The Armenians surrounded us and began to shoot. I 

was wounded in my left leg. There I saw with my own eyes that 

the Armenians shot 16 young people and shoveled them into a 

well dug with a tractor. When we wanted to flee to Aghdam the 

Armenians caught us and brutally beat my father. They took our 

jewelry and money. Then they brought us to a farm located in 

the Aghdam district and kept us there for 3 days. As my leg was 

seriously wounded, my parents tied it with a string to stop the 

bleeding. The Armenians were severely beating the hostages 

being kept there... Now I suffer from these injuries. I still cannot 

walk properly. My father suffers from kidney and liver diseases 

as a result of the tortures he was exposed to in captivityò. 

 

Mahir Imran Khalilov (Khojaly resident): ñOn the night of 25-26 February 1992 the Armenians 

attacked Khojaly. They burnt houses, killed innocent people and looted all our property. We fled to the 

forest. A day later we reached the village of Abdal-Gulabli in Aghdam. There we were surrounded and 

captured by 30 Armenian soldiers... When we were taken hostage the Armenians beat us cruelly and 

took us to the village of Dahraz in the Askeran district. There we were kept in a cellar for a week. 

Although there were small children among us, we were kept in the cold without food and water and 

beaten with barrels of machine guns, bludgeons and sticksò.  

 

 

Sattar Mukhtar Agayev (Khojaly resident): ñWe left Khojaly on the night 

of 25-26 1992. The weather was very frosty. My little son could not stand 

frost and died in my hands.  We were surrounded and captured by Armenians. 

I wanted to take my sonôs body but they kicked his dead body and did not let 

me take himé When I wanted to embrace him they viciously beat me and I 

lost consciousness. They pulled out all my teeth with pliers. Wounds on my 

legs began to rot. They did not provide any medical care to me. After being in 

captivity for 35 days I was releasedò. 

 

 

Rahila Rashid Hajieva (Khojaly resident): ñThe Armenians entered our house and captured us on 26 

February at about 11.00 a.m. They were fiercely beating us. My little daughter Safayat was crying: 

ñDonôt beat my motherò. An Armenian threw her from the second floor and she injured her knee joint. 
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My 25 year-old sister-in law Rahila Shafa Mustafayeva was raped by the Armenians several times. They 

were beating us with barrels of machine guns and bludgeons. They were cauterizing the eyes and 

different parts of our bodies with burning cigarettes and raping women. 7 days later we were exchanged 

for Armenian captives. Although we underwent medical treatment after captivity, it was impossible to 

save the lives of my sister-in-law Rahila and my daughter Shafayat. My daughter died at the age of 22ò. 

 

Farman Gazanfar Mammadov (Khojaly resident): ñThe Armenians seized Khojaly on the night of 

25-26 February 1992. We were forced to leave our native land. I was 10 years old then. With my mother 

we fled to the forest along with the other civilians. Without food we had to stay there in the freezing cold 

for 3 days. Then we were taken hostage by the Armenians. They beat us severely and brought us to the 

Askeran Police Department. There they kept us in a cell for 10 days. There were about 20-30 people. 

Every day prison guards were beating us with steel reinforcement sticks and raping young women. They 

kept us without food. I was a child and when I cried of fear the Armenians were knocking me down and 

kicking meò.  

 

Elshad Allahverdi Agayev (Khojaly resident): ñOn 26 February 1992, at about 8.00-9.00 a.m., the 

Armenians opened fire. We tried to escape and hide in the trench, but were surrounded and captured. 

Armenians were abusing and beating us with the barrels of machine guns, pieces of wood and iron, and 

forced us to walk by foot to the town of Askeran. My sister Durdana and I were brought to the temporary 

detention unit of the Askeran Police Department. Armenians in military uniform were beating people in 

the cells with batons, barrels of machine guns, pieces of wood and iron, dragging women by hair along 

the corridors, raping and then flinging them to separate cellsò. 

 

Shakhnaz Yusif Behbudova (Khojaly resident): ñOn the night of 25-26 

Febtuary 1992 Khojaly was seized. We fled to the forest near the village of 

Nakhchivanik together with our children. When we reached the cemetery 

between Aghdam and Askeran the Armenians surrounded us and started to 

shoot from machine guns. Everyone began to flee in different directions. There 

were many women, children, and elderly people among us. Lining us up, again 

the Armenians began to hit us with different objects, abused and then shoved us 

to the basement of the Askeran Police Department. There they kept men 

separately from women. There were about 40-50 wounded women and children 

in our cell. Tortures were horrible. They were ripping out womenôs arms, noses 

and ears. Children were crying and wounded people were moaning. Sometimes 

the Armenians were coming to our cell and taking away young women and 

upon their return we knew that they had been rapedò.  

 

Yashar Shahmali Alimammadov (Khojaly resident): ñWe were surrounded and captured by 

Armenians near the Pirjamal village at about 10.00-11.00 a.m. on 27 February 1992. They put sacks over 

our heads and brought us somewhere in a car. When they took the sacks off we found ourselves in the 

stable where cattle, donkeys and sheep were kept. There were about 200-300 residents from Khojaly, 

including women and elderly. The Armenians took money, jewelry and other valuable things away from 

people. They pulled out golden teeth by pincers. On that day, at around 16:00 p.m about 20 bearded men 

in both civil and military uniforms entered the stable with steel reinforcement sticks, wood and machine 

guns, divided us into several groups and began to beat us savagely on the head, back and legs. They hit 

me on the nose with a machine gun barrel and broke it. I lost consciousness because of pain and, after 
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coming to my senses, could not see for a while. After beating us cruelly and threatening us with fire-

arms, they made us stand on one foot for hours and eat soil and cattle waste. On 2 March 1992 they 

released us. Currently I hold a second degree disability status because of the injuries I received in 

captivity. 
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V. SCHOLARLY WRITINGS AND RESEARCH ARTICLES (EXCERPTS)  

 

 

Á The Massacre that Cemented Long-standing Bitterness (Original in German) 

 
By Von Knut Teske 

 

ñOn 26 February 1992 all Azerbaijanis were expelled [from Khojaly] in the course of ethnic 

cleansing. For many, this was an escape to death. Hundreds diedé Khojaly is now a lethargic 

and faceless town. However not without its history...ò
36

 

 

 

Á Congressional Perceptions of Ethnic Cleansing 

 
By Thomas Ambrosio  

 

ñArmenia's actions were contrary to both international law and official American policyé  The 

capture of Khojaly by Armenian forces in February 1992 was proclaimed óa great victory by 

Armenians' by a spokeswoman for the Armenian Parliament, but resulted in the death and 

mutilation of several hundred (possibly more than 1000) civilians fleeing the fighting in the 

townéThe USA was formally committed to the territorial integrity of Azerbaijan é [but] the 

Armenian-American lobby gave greater legitimacy to Armenian aspirationsé The perception of 

Armenians as victimséalmost completely overshadowed the plight of Azeri refugees, most of 

whom fled their homes as a result of Armenian offensives.ò
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Á Small Nations and Great Powers: A Study of Ethno-political Conflict in the 

Caucasus 

 
By Svante Cornell  

 

ñKhojaly was the victim of ethnic cleansing of the worst kind. A significant part of the civilian 

population of the town, numbering 7,000 before the attack, was mutilated and killed, and the 

remaining population was forced to flee eastwards to Aghdam and seek refuge. As is the case in 

most instances of ethnic cleansing, the atrocities carried out by the aggressor served a double 

purpose: they forced the population to flee and never to return, as well as intimidating inhabitants 

of nearby villages, causing them to fear similar actions. The death toll at Khojaly is debated 

Armenians, naturally, tend to understate estimating the number of dead civilians at less than a 

hundred; furthermore Armenian sources, in the rare case where they mention the event, blame the 

Azeris focusing the Khojaly residents as human shields, and claim that the civilians were caught 

in cross-fire rather than massacred é  This in turn is nothing but a justification of ethnic 

cleansing and the military conquest of land. Despite the claims of Armenians and their proxies, it 

is beyond doubt that a massacre of civilians did take placeéThe Khojaly massacre stands out 

and was very effective as it to a large extent spared the Karabakh Armenians the trouble of 
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evicting civilians from the Azerbaijani regions they were to conquer in 1993: as Armenian forces 

moved in, civilian Azeris had already fled their homes, fearing a massacre of the Khojaly type, 

were they to have stayed. It is very possible that the aim of the Khojaly massacre was to create 

precisely this type of fear.ò
38

 

 

 

Á The Nagorno-Karabakh Conflict: A Legal Analysis 
 

By Heiko Kr¿ger  

 

ñOne of the worst episodes was the violent attacks on the Azerbaijani civilian population of 

Khojaly in February 1992. Reports by international journalists, film material and the Azerbaijani 

investigation spoke of corpses, some of which were disfigured beyond recognition, dead women 

and children and the murder of fleeing civilians. 150 people from Khojaly were still missingéò
39

 

 

 

Á Azerbaijan Diary: A Rogue Reporter's Adventures in an Oil-rich, War-torn, Post-

Soviet Republic 

 
By Thomas Goltz 

 

ñElif Kaban of Reuters was stunned into giddiness. My wife Hijran was paralyzed. Photographer 

Oleg Litvin fell into a catatonic stat and would only shoot pictures when I threw him at the 

subject: corpses, graves, and wailing women who were gouging their cheeks with their nails. 

Yes, it required stomach, but it was time to work, to report: a massacre had occurred, and the 

world had to know. We scoured the town, making repeated stops at the hospital, morgue, and 

growing graveyards, out of the ends of the defensive perimeter for horrible spot-interviews with 

straggling survivors as they stumbled in, and then back to the hospital to check on new wounded 

and then back to the morgue to watch truckloads of bodies being brought in for identification and 

ritual washing before burial. I looked for familiar faces, and thought I saw some people I knew: 

one corpse was identified as that of a young veterinarian who had been shot through the eye 

point-blank. I tried to remember if I had known or been introduced to such a man in Xodjali, but 

could not be sure. Other bodies, stiffened by rigor mortis, seemed to speak of execution: arms 

were thrown up, as if in permanent surrender. A number of heads lacked hair, as if the corpses 

had been scalped. It was not a pretty sight.ò
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Á Black Garden: Armenia and Azerbaijan through Peace and War 

 
By Thomas de Waal 

 

Beginning in the New Year of 1992, the Armenians began to break out of the Karabakhi capital, 

Stepanakert. They captured the Azerbaijani villages that surrounded the town, expelling the 

hundreds of Azerbaijanis who remained there. Their main target was now KKhojalyé The 

Armenian assault began on the night of 25-26 Februaryé Armoured vehicles from the Soviet 

366th Regiment lent their support. They surrounded Khojaly before Armenian fighters went in 

and over whelmed the local defendersé In the middle of the night, a large crowd fled through 

the woods, which were ankle-deep in snow, and started to descend the valley of the small Gargar 

River. In early morning, the crowd of Khojaly civilians, interspersed with a few militia men, 

emerged onto open ground near the Armenian village of Nakhchivanik. There they were hit by a 

wall of gun fire from Armenian fighters on the hill side aboveé More fleeing civilians kept on 

coming onto a scene of appalling carnageé Asked about the taking of Khojali, the Armenian 

military leader Serzh Sarkisianôs summation of what had happened, however, was more honest 

and more brutal: ñI think the main point is something different. Before Khojali, the Azerbaijanis 

thought that they were joking with us, they thought that the Armenians were people who could 

not raise their hand against the civilian population. We were able to break that [stereotype]. And 

thatôs what happenedò. Sarkisianôs account throws a different light on the worst massacre of the 

Karabakh war, suggesting that the killings may, at least in part, have been a deliberate act of 

mass killing as intimidation.ò
41

 

 

 

Á Azerbaijan: A quest for identity: a short history 

 
By Charles van der Leeuw 

 

ñTaken by surprise, the population of Khojaly tried to escape but a large number were caught on 

the way, many slaughtered then and there and many more taken to perish under torture. In total, 

at least a thousand civilians are thought to have died in the atrocity or else have been reported 

missing with no hope of survival. More than half of the victims consisted of women, children and 

elderly.ò
42

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                           
41

 Waal, Thomas De. Black Garden: Armenia and Azerbaijan Through Peace and War, 10th Year Anniversary Edition, 

Revised and Updated. N.p.: New York UP, 2013. 182-85 
42

 Charles van der Leeuw. Azerbaijan: A quest for identity: a short history. New York: St. Martin Press, 2000. 171 



39 

 

VI. RESOLUTIONS AND STATEMENTS  

 

      BY FOREIGN OFFICIALS AND STATE INSTITUTIONS 
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